
 

 
 

 

HOST CITY AMERICAS: INVESTING IN EVENTS   
 

29 - 30 June 2021    Online 
 

Speakers set for Host City Americas:  
1. Anita DeFrantz, Vice President, International Olympic Committee and Board Member, LA28 
2. Colin Smith, Chief Competitions & Events Officer, FIFA 
3. Al Kidd, CEO & President, Sports Events & Tourism Association 
4. Prof Dr Uğur Erdener, President, World Archery; President, NOC of Turkey; Member, 

International Olympic Committee 
5. Angela Ruggiero, Co-Founder & CEO, Sports Innovation Lab 
6. Peter Hutton, Head of Sport, Facebook 
7. Felipe de Pablo, CEO, Santiago 2023 Pan American Games Organizing Committee 
8. Juan Carlos Chamy, CMO, Santiago 2023 Pan American Games Organizing Committee 
9. Nick Sellers, CEO, The World Games 2022 Organizing Committee 
10. Monica Paul, Executive Director, Dallas Sports Commission 
11. Alan Gilpin, CEO, World Rugby 
12. Finn Taylor, CEO, Volleyball World 
13. Matt Pound, Director, World Table Tennis 
14. Gabriela Ramos, Assistant Director-General, UNESCO 
15. Jimena Saldaña, Vice President, Mexican Olympic Committee 
16. Brian Lewis, President, Trinidad and Tobago Olympic Committee 
17. Matt Archambault, Head of Partnerships & Business Development I Esports I North America 

& Oceania, Riot Games 
18. Niels de Vos, Executive Director, World Athletics Championships Oregon22 

19. Jeff Keas, Senior Principal, Populous  

20. Jim Mercurio, Executive Vice President & General Manager at San Francisco 49ers – Levi’s 

Stadium 

21. Jeremiah Yolkut, Director, Major League Baseball 

22. Paul J. Foster, Founding Partner, Global Esports Federation 
23. Dr. Melita N. Moore, Member of the Board, Global Esports Federation 
24. Ricardo Trade, CEO, Brazilian Basketball Federation (former CEO of Brazil 2014 FIFA World 

Cup) 
25. Karin Korb, Paralympian and Policy and Public Affairs Coordinator, Lakeshore Foundation 

Olympic and Paralympic Training Site 

26. Sarah Lewis, Presidential Candidate, International Ski Federation 
27. Jim Scherr, CEO, World Lacrosse 
28. David Goldberg, Senior Advisor, TPG and Board Member, GAN 
29. David De Behr, Head of Sales, Major Events, Aggreko 
30. Emily Blitz, Digital Event Strategist, Inter-Parliamentary Union 



 

 
31. Russ Simons, Owner and Managing Partner at Venue Solutions Group, LLC 

32. David Grevemberg CBE, Chief Innovation and Partnerships Officer, Centre for Sports and 
Human Rights 

33. Ishveen Anand, CEO & Founder, OpenSponsorship 
34. Jason Gewirtz, Editor and Publisher, SportsTravel 
35. John Siner, Founder, Why Sport Matters 
36. Don Hardman, Chief Planning Officer, Canada Soccer* 
37. Pedro Presa, Chief Direct to Consumer officer, Eleven Sports* 
38. Matt Bettenhausen, Senior Vice President and Chief Security Officer, AEG Worldwide* 
39. Cindy Parlow Cone, President, US Soccer*  
40. Peter Montopoli, General Secretary, Canadian Soccer Association* 
41. George Pyne, CEO, Bruin Sports Capital* 

*Subject to final confirmation 

 
DAY ONE: TUESDAY 29 JUNE 2021 

 
08:15 EDT | 13:15 BST – Registration, Networking Break  

 
09:00 EDT | 14:00 BST – Opening Address 
Anita DeFrantz, Vice President, International Olympic Committee 

 
09:15 EDT | 14:15 BST – Panel 1: Emerging from the perfect storm 
How Covid and digitalisation have impacted live events  
The role of events in sustainable urban development  
Where is the future growth going to come from over the course of the next 10 years? 
Speakers:  
Al Kidd, CEO & President, Sports Events & Tourism Association 
Gabriela Ramos, Assistant Director-General, UNESCO 
Prof Dr Uğur Erdener, President, World Archery; President, NOC of Turkey; Member, International 
Olympic Committee 
David De Behr, Head of Sales, Major Events, Aggreko 

 

10:15 EDT | 15:15 BST  Networking Break 
 
10:30 EDT | 15:30 BST – Panel 2: Staging the 2026 FIFA World Cup  
What development opportunities does hosting the World Cup bring for the host nations 
and region?  
What are the most important requirements for hosting the World Cup? 
How hosts will work together to deliver a spectacular and progressive tournament  
Speakers:  
Colin Smith, Chief Competitions & Events Officer, FIFA* 



 

 
Cindy Parlow Cone, President, US Soccer*  
Peter Montopoli, General Secretary, Canada Soccer* 
Yon de Luisa, President, Mexican Football Federation (invited) 
With an opening Keynote Speech from Vittorio Montagliani, President, CONCACAF (invited) 

 
11:30 EDT | 16:30 BST – Presentation: How can major events become more sustainable? 
 
11:45 EDT | 16:45 BST – Panel 3: Legacy and development through hosting major events 
Speakers:  
Ricardo Trade, CEO, Brazilian Basketball Federation (former CEO of Brazil 2014 FIFA World Cup) 
Don Hardman, Chief Planning Officer, Canada Soccer 
Moderator:  
John Siner, Founder, Why Sport Matters 

 

12:30 EDT | 17:30 BST  Networking Break 
 
13:00 EDT | 18:00 BST – Panel 4: Leading the world with Esports 
Has Covid fuelled or cooled the American Esports industry?  
Esports and the Olympic Movement 
Can the Esports ecosystem support public health goals? 
Speakers:  
Dr. Melita N. Moore, Member of the Board, Global Esports Federation 
Matt Archambault, Head of Partnerships & Business Development I Esports I North America & 
Oceania, Riot Games 

 
13:45 EDT | 18:45 BST – Presentation:  
 
14:05 EDT | 19:05 BST – Panel 5: Can private investment save traditional sports? 

Rights holders share their pathways to investment, from VC and PE to PIF and SPACs 

Myth busting: what are the opportunities and risks of investing in sport and events?  
Investing in the wider events ecosystem: eSports, entertainment and tech providers 
Can corporate values help safeguard the integrity and emotional appeal of sports? 
Speakers:  
Finn Taylor, CEO, Volleyball World 
Matt Pound, Director, World Table Tennis 
George Pyne, CEO, Bruin Sports Capital* 
Massimo Marinelli, CEO, Aser Ventures* 

 

14:50 EDT | 19:50 BST Networking Break 

 



 

 
15:15 EDT | 20:15 BST – Panel 6: The changing media landscape 
What are the new opportunities for media and content rights? 
How is social media using its power to connect fans with content?  
How are TV production processes changing and what is enabling the shift and what is the 
impact of this transformation on LOC infrastructure and legacy? 
Speakers:  
Peter Hutton, Head of Sport, Facebook 
Pedro Presa, Chief Direct to Consumer officer, Eleven Sports* 

 
16:00 EDT | 21:00 BST – Presentation: 2023 Pan American Games 
Felipe de Pablo, CEO, Santiago 2023 Pan American Games Organizing Committee 
Juan Carlos Chamy, CMO, Santiago 2023 Pan American Games Organizing Committee 
 
16:20 EDT | 21:20 BST – Panel 7: Organizing major events in the Americas in 2022 and 
beyond  
The challenge of preparing to host a major event during a pandemic  
What lessons are being learned for future hosting? 
What role will technology play in safe hosting of major events?  
Speakers:  
Niels de Vos, Executive Director, World Athletics Championships Oregon22 
Nick Sellers, CEO, The World Games 2022 Organizing Committee 
Kathryn Schloessman, President & CEO , Los Angeles Sports & Entertainment Commission* 
Moderator: Jason Gewirtz, Editor and Publisher, SportsTravel 
 

 

 

17:30 EDT | 22:30 BST – Day One Close 
 

 
DAY TWO: WEDNESDAY 30 JUNE 2021 

 

16:55 EDT | 21:55 BST – Workshop: Supporting Delivery of the  Santiago 2023 
Pan American Games 



 

 

 
10:30 EDT | 15:30 BST – Presentation 

 
10:45 EDT | 15:45 BST – Panel 8: Ways to capture and retain audience attention 
The tech trends shifting how audiences engage with events 
What sports and entertainment can learn from each other in the battle for attention 
How events, athletes and performers can support each other to retain the loyalty of fans 
Speakers:  
Sarah Lewis, Presidential Candidate, International Ski Federation 
Emily Blitz, Digital Event Strategist, Inter-Parliamentary Union 

 
11:30 EDT | 16:30 BST  Networking Break 

 
11:45 EDT | 16:45 BST – Panel 9: How important are ESG criteria to event audiences? 
Do Gen Zers and rights holders really care about environmental, social and governance 
criteria?  
What progress is being made in the Americas in diversity and inclusion?  
How are renewed sustainability initiatives impacting the American events sector? 
Speakers:  
Jimena Saldaña, Vice President, Mexican Olympic Committee 
Brian Lewis, President, Trinidad and Tobago Olympic Committee 
Karin Korb, Paralympian and Policy and Public Affairs Coordinator, Lakeshore Foundation Olympic 
and Paralympic Training Site 
Moderator: David Grevemberg CBE, Chief Innovation and Partnerships Officer, Centre for Sports 
and Human Rights 

 
12:30 EDT | 17:30 BST – Presentation 
 

12:45 EDT | 17:45 BST  Networking Break 
 
13:15 EDT | 18:15 BST – Panel 10: Expanding the frontiers of an event’s commercial 
ecosystem 
Opportunities for revenues from in NFT, Gambling and CBD – how do you monetise 

09:00 EDT | 14:00 BST – Workshop: Hosting Events with International 
Federations 

Event Hosts and International Federations exchange hosting plans, priorities and 
requirements  
Speakers:  
Jim Scherr, CEO, World Lacrosse 
 



 

 
ethically, and are federations missing out on opportunities? 
What’s the winning formula and how can data analytics help you find it?  
Which funding streams are most important: hosting rights, ticketing, sponsorship or 
investment?  
Speakers: 
Angela Ruggiero, Co-Founder & CEO, Sports Innovation Lab 
Alan Gilpin, CEO, World Rugby 
 

14:00 EDT | 19:00 BST – Presentation 
 

14:15 EDT | 19:15 BST Networking Break 
 
14:45 EDT | 19:45 BST – Panel 11 
Back to the Future: How COVID-19 has (and hasn’t) changed live events 

• How much will the “new normal” look like the old normal? 

• What can the events industry anticipate as fans return to live entertainment? 

• What’s different, and what’s not so different, about the future of live events 
ranging from operations to technology to venue design 
Coproduced with the Association of International Event Suppliers  
Speakers:  
Jim Mercurio, Executive Vice President & General Manager at San Francisco 49ers – Levi’s Stadium 
Jeremiah Yolkut, Director, Major League Baseball 
Russ Simons, Owner and Managing Partner at Venue Solutions Group, LLC 
Moderator: Jeff Keas, Senior Principal, Populous  

 
15:30 EDT | 20:30 BST – Presentation: The profitable virtual event 
 
15:45 EDT | 20:45 BST – Panel 12: Get fit for the future 
What future challenges might the events industry face and how can we prepare? 
How can the events industry become better organised to advocate for its best interests? 
Lessons from beyond the US events sector 
Speakers:  
David Goldberg, Senior Advisor, TPG and Board Member, GAN 

 
 
16:30 EDT | 21:30 BST – Conference Close 
 
*Subject to final confirmation 


