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Everyone Loves 
A Comeback
The Return of Youth and 
Amateur Sports
Our 8 page report on the impact of 
COVID-19 on youth travel sports.

Youth and amateur sports tournaments 
have a much more significant impact 
beyond coaches and athletes -- they help 
support an entire ecosystem of people 
and providers that fuel the economy. 
Sports ETA’s Sports Tourism: State of the 
Industry Report (2019) revealed that the 
overall sports events and tourism industry 
totaled $103.3 billion in business sales in 
2019, including $3.9 billion in

he boost to local economies is especially noteworthy, providing 
states and cities with anywhere from a few hundred thousand 
dollars to a few million in revenue in a single weekend. 
Unfortunately, it all came to a screeching halt amid the COVID-19 

pandemic. EventConnectTM’s internal data reveals that cities lose an 
average of $360,000 in hotel revenue for every canceled tournament. For 
larger events, more than $5,000,000 in anticipated revenue can be lost 
when just one weekend tournament is canceled. 

tournament operations1. A big part of that growth last year was driven by 
youth and amateur sports which, according to a report by Wintergreen 
Research, could reach $77.6 billion by 20262.
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https://www.sportseta.org/state-of-the-industry-report-2019
https://www.sportseta.org/state-of-the-industry-report-2019
https://www.globenewswire.com/news-release/2019/12/26/1964575/0/en/Youth-Sports-Market-Projected-to-Reach-77-6-Billion-by-2026-Comprehensive-Industry-Analysis-Insights.html
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There are encouraging signs as reservations are being booked again and 
sporting events are beginning to kick off in some areas of the United 
States. The southern states, including Texas, which has more than 50 
tournaments planned between November 2020 and April 1, 2021, and 
Florida, which has locked in more than 20 events between November 
2020 and the end of March 2021, are leading the charge. States on the 
East Coast like West Virginia (13 tournaments planned) and Maryland 
(9 tournaments planned) are also gaining momentum. 

Youth and amateur sports are big business for their organizers, as well as
the cities that welcome them every year. This revenue was especially 
apparent in 2019, a year in which Las Vegas, Nevada earned $4.3M from 
one March event alone.

Henderson, Nevada, raked in $545K that same month. All told, youth and
amateur sports helped the state generate approximately $5.1M in 2019.

Scheduled tournaments into 2021

Hi�ing it out of the park

Most popular States

Page 2



Copyright © 2020 eventconnect.io - All rights reserved 

Everyone Loves A Comeback
The Return of Youth and Amateur Sports

Other states that benefited from revenue generated by youth and 
amateur sports tournaments in 2019 include:

The success of these and other youth and amateur sports tournaments 
may have continued well into 2020 had it not been for a pandemic that 
swept the world and led to widespread social distancing.

The COVID-19 pandemic spread quickly, overflowing hospital systems as
stay-at-home orders were issued. As schools closed and students turned
to at-home learning, youth and amateur sports were among the first
casualties. Most events were canceled or postponed during the first
quarter of 2020. Few tournaments have been able to resume their
regular schedules even as states opened back up, leading to additional
challenges that are likely to continue for the foreseeable future.
Some tournaments are choosing to relocate to other states to enable
travel teams to compete still. For example, in Boston, Massachuse�s,
some events are being moved to Connecticut and New Hampshire, 
causing potential Boston hotel revenue losses of over $575K.

The knockout no one saw coming

Colorado
$823K
2,017

Tennessee $1.6M
3,124

$2.97M
 5,390California

$1.46M
4,802

Maryland
$853K
1,752

Florida

gross revenue across # of reservations

Additional cities that have had event cancellations in 2020 include:

Boston, MA (6) Fort Wayne, IN (6) Buffalo, NY (6)

Philadelphia, PA (5) San Jose, CA (5) Houston, TX (4)
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Further, the state of Nevada lost more than $5M in potential revenue in 
2020 as reservations fell by 95% from their 2019 totals. The state of 
Colorado is struggling as well. When comparing its 2020 results to 2019, 
Colorado’s revenue declined by more than $851K in potential revenue. 
However, Nevada is coming back strong in 2021 with $663K  in 
anticipated gross revenue.

While the nation has yet to return to pre-COVID-19 normalcy, many 
states are expecting to see a number of tournaments return between 
November 2020 and the end of March 2021:

Everyone loves a comeback story
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-- Lauren Bland of Hampton Roads Soccer

“EventConnect
made this difficult 
time much easier”

“Our sand soccer 
championship in Virginia 
Beach has taken place on the 
same weekend in June for 26 
years, so our planning cycle 
was completely thrown off by 
the need to reschedule to 
August this year. 

EventConnect made this difficult time much easier by having a 
very user-friendly and seamless platform that gave us the 
ability to reschedule in an efficient manner. EventConnect is 
the only solution that provides registration, scheduling, hotel 
booking, and local economic impact all in one.”
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The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have published a list of
guiding principles to help sports organizations resume safely, but
restrictions remain for many young athletes. Some parents have even
taken legal action, hoping their kids can get back to the sports they
love. This strategy could prove to be a long bale as the pandemic rages 
on, but some sports have felt the impact of cancellations
more than others. The sport of hockey chief among them.

Hockey took a notable hit, dropping to just 10 events (out of 140 that 
were previously scheduled for 2020). 

But with COVID-19 cases on the rise and hockey suspended in seven
states until at least January 2021, youth hockey teams may have to
reconsider their plans. Massachuse�s, which has two hockey events
scheduled for 2021, is among the states that have temporarily pulled
the plug on youth hockey. Others include New Hampshire, which has 2
games planned for 2021, New Jersey (1 game scheduled), Rhode Island
(1 game scheduled), Maine, Connecticut and Vermont.

Down but definitely not out

occer has been challenged as well with 60 canceled events 
and just seven taking place in 2020. Many more soccer events 
(27) are planned throughout other states for 2021.

Baseball lost 123 events in 2020, leaving only 16 for the year, but 60 are 
currently planned for 2021. Volleyball may be reemerging as well with 
28 events planned for 2021 a�er losing 42 in 2020. So�ball also looks to 
rebound in the coming months, rising from 33 cancellations in 2020 to 
26 planned events in 2021. Field lacrosse is experiencing similar growth, 
losing 29 events in 2020 but planning 20 for 2021.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/youth-sports.html
https://abcnews.go.com/Health/covid-19-cancels-youth-sports-seasons-parents-pursue/story?id=73215819
https://www.wmur.com/article/new-hampshire-interstate-youth-hockey-suspended-coronavirus/34654535#
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For states preparing for sports travel, as momentum increases, now is 
the opportunity for rights holders to reassess their workflow and the 
technology they use as they consider how they can come back stronger 
than ever. They can take this opportunity to re-examine how their 
hotel accommodations are managed to determine if they are receiving 
the best discounts available. They can also look at how partnering 
with a provider that delivers real-time data and reporting can 
improve their efficiency.

ith that in mind, rights holders may be interested in
having the ability to reschedule tournaments quickly. For
regions that are waiting on sports to resume, now may
be a good time for rights holders to take a closer look at

how they manage events and how they measure performance. Rights
holders may also want to explore how technology can provide seamless
hotel booking and detailed records of all teams and events, as well as
insights into the economic impact of every tournament.

Everyone Loves A Comeback
The Return of Youth and Amateur Sports

While 2020 has proven to be a challenging year for youth and amateur 
sports, there is hope that tournaments will pick up again in 2021, 
providing states with a much-needed boost of economic activity. Health 
and safety have remained the top priority throughout the pandemic and 
will continue to guide rights holders and tournament organizers as they 
plan for the future. Hotel chains have taken severe measures and 
implemented additional cleaning programs to ensure guest safety. 
However, additional stay-at-home orders may be issued or individual 
games could be suspended in an a�empt to contain the pandemic.

Ready to compete
with health and safety top of mind
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In doing so, rights holders will be be�er positioned to endure the 
coming months, whatever they may bring, and emerge stronger,
 more resilient and ready to tackle the year ahead. Just as youth 
athletes have fought to overcome adversity, rights holders and 
tournament organizers are doing the same. And they are doing it with 
class and dignity, instilling a sense of pride for all who are involved in 
this incredible industry.

-- John D’Orsay, EventConnect CEO

“There is hope
for 2021”

“As seen from our data, there is 
hope for 2021 that youth and 
amateur sports travel will pick up 
again, which will help states 
rebound as they gain a boost of 
much-needed economic activity. 
For states preparing for sports 
travel to gain momentum again,

 now is the opportunity for tournament rights holders to reassess their 
workflow and the technology they use as they consider how they can 
come back stronger than ever. It’s important for tournament organizers 
to have a highly customizable solution that will enable  them to have 
more time marketing and producing events with a lower headcount, 
generate more revenue, have round-the-clock customer service, and 
provide connections to a network that can lower costs, improve 
efficiency and increase sponsorship opportunities.

Page 7



Everyone Loves A Comeback
The Return of Youth and Amateur Sports

The report’s findings were compiled from an internal database of over 
4,000 events, 400 associations, 15,000 hotels, and 800 cities. The loss of 
city revenue was calculated using EventConnect’s data on the average 
cost of a hotel room for a team at a travel tournament and the assump-
tion that a family spends $115 per day when traveling on food, drinks, 
transportation and entertainment. 

About the data

EventConnect is the only event management so�ware in the sports 
tourism industry that connects thousands of partners on one platform. 
Working with more than 4,000 events, 15,000 hotels in over 800 cities 
across North America, we have built a platform that truly makes 
everyone’s experience be�er. EventConnect helps sports organizations 
reduce time spent on administrative tasks and increase capacity for 
delivering memorable experiences to all participants. The end-to-end 
platform is customized for each partner’s needs and is seamless for 
organizers and participants to use, ensuring that it creates efficiency 
while increasing value. EventConnect has an average savings of 24% on 
hotel rates versus the leading booking platforms and has a 99% rate of 
booking satisfaction and positive experiences.

About EventConnect
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